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    STATUS OF THE AMERICAN CHESTNUT TREE 
 
This meeting was conducted at the Landing Train 
Station.  The speaker was Mr. Clark Bebe,   past 
president of the American Chestnut Foundation, and the 
moderator was Mr. Martin Kane. This meeting was open 
to the public, and the following HEC members were 
present: Pat and Brad Hoferkamp, John Young, Lisa 
Hirschfeld, Jen Barone, and Georgia Schilling. 
 
Below are the salient points made in the discussion. 
 
The American Chestnut  was a prolific timber tree 
which was native, and dominant to the USA. It has a 
huge canopy unlike the Chinese variety, which is an 
orchard tree.   Across Appalachia, the AC accounted for 
40% of the forest, attaining a height 0f 100 feet, and up 
to 15 feet in diameter, with a possible life span of up to 
500 years. It had many diverse uses, such as tannins for  
leather processing, and the nuts were an important crop 
and a food source  for humans and livestock, especially 
for pigs. The lumber was in great demand due to its 
ability to resist decay, and insects. It came in long 
straight lengths , and was easy to work with, and 
considered quite beautiful. 
 



A blight was noticed in about 1909, believed to be due 
to a fungus unintentionally brought to this country from 
Asia in about 1890 at a New York Botanical Exhibition. 
This blight travelled at about 50 miles per year, and 
caused an economic disaster in the 1930’s .This blight 
has killed about 4 Billion American Chestnut Trees. 
 
Researchers have discovered  that an antacid 
formulated from wheat, seems to combat the fungus.  
With this discovery, plantings of about 2,000 trees yield 
about 15-20 survivors on the East Coast of the USA. 
Experiments take from 5-7 years to yield results; 
experiments are being conducted to determine if 
injecting the leaves yields faster results. 
The American Chestnut Tree likes well drained soil, and, 
it has been discovered that strip mine fields are ideal 
locations  for planting. 
 
The American Chestnut Tree produces a chlorine odor 
when it flowers in June and July.  Genetic diversity 
seems to be what is needed to overcome the blight, 
subsequently, a hybrid is being developed which is 
mostly American, and partly Chinese. 
The LHF currently has five of these hybrid trees 
growing on the train station property.  It is hoped that 
one day, this magnificent tree can be reintroduced into 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Those interested in 
helping to accomplish this are urged to contact the 
American Chestnut Foundation, and join at a cost of 
$40.00 



 
 




